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UPWARDLY MOBILE HOMES

Bifori thine wies a sub-prime cri.
Si5 in Bhe ULS., thehe weie fising
house Fices — Soaing, N Some
greas, But not everyone reached
for the stars and tried to obkain the
thres-bedmom-with-garsgs Ameri-
can Dream with 3 sub-prime mort:
gage they couldn't really afford.
Some set their sites kower, going
lor the more affordable mobile
home situated in any of the tens of
thousands of trafer parks scat-
tened throughout the ULS. This had
an uneapeched CONSEUEncE on
the demogiraphics of the fomado-
Dail =8 — AMenca’s frailer rash
became slightly gentrified. For
exampile, in Suffolk County, NLY.,
which boasts approxmately 40
trailer parks, the median housa-
haold income increased 1o 343,835
in 2005, from $33.005 i 1990, a
ruch bigger ump han the overall
increase in the county, to $78,900
froem $76.547. Af the same time,
the percentags of trailerpark resi
dents with & college degree took a
double-wide jump, io 18.2 per cent
in 2005 from 7.7 per cent in 1920,
and the percentage lacking a high-
school diploma dropped 1o 14,5
from 33.7.

WW Ill MAY BE
FOUGHT WITH Wii

The U.S. military may soon enlist
Mintendo's 'Wii remote-contnd il
a5 well g5 Apples Phone — the
soldier of the futue may well be &
robot operated remobely from a nek
athvely safe distance. Thus engi-
neens at the U5, Department of
Energy’s kdaho Naticnal Laby ane
experimenting with the highech
devices 1o enabile operators o con
CENAratE Mone on tactics than jow
sticks, The Wiimate ranslates
operators’ hand moverments into
micvEments of the rebot without
distracting the operator from the
wisual feedback on his laptop. And
of courss &n Phone 15 & bag
improverment cver B faplop if the
operator has 1o stay &5 mobila as
his rodol.

WATCH OUT FOR PINK ICE

French researchers have found a
waty [0 se the same lechnology
that tells you when a can of beer is
cobd f0 wam you about road condi-
tions. A clear coating can be
appled over road surfaces, When
the tfemperatung deops 1o a level
that could produce black ice, which
i hard to spot. the coating tums
pink, which can aasily be seen,
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B.C. SNAPSHOT

Owning a piece of
the Rock pays off

Crwmners of detached houses in
White Rock saw the bigges
payoff of any area in the Fraser
‘Valley Real Eslate Soard's
region in terms of awrage
peicE incrgases from March of
aEn year 10 (ast month,

Avarage house price,

% change March-March
White Rock +17.3%
Langley +65.8%
Mission +5.5%
Abbotsiord +5.1%
Surmey +5.0%
Miorth Dedta +3.T%
All sreas «8.1%
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Chinese return to B.C. to secure badly needed raw materials

Bumaby entrepreneur

WARD PERAIN SAMCOUYER SUN

Dong moved to Canada from Xian, China In 2001 after a career with China’s central bank, dating back to the country’s

economic reforms of the early 1980s, He invests in Canadian mining companies and helps them link with Chinese mainland buyers.

China’s shopping spree

commonimes | Firms in search of resources
are buying Canadian mining assets

BY JOANNE LEE-YOUNG

VANCODAUYTR LM

growing string of transactions

sugpests that China, in its guest to

buy mining resources anywhere
and everywhere, is back in town.

In late 2004, when a political
firestorm sabotaged a H—h:[Eﬂn bid by
China's state-owned Minmetals Co
to buy Noranda, one of Canada's u]lg
g5t mining companies, the Chinese
took their money elsewhere — first to
Chile and then a myriad of other des-
tinaticns.

There have been a few miniscule
Chinese investments in Canadian min-
ing since then, but basically there was
a freeze of sorts until last summer,
when China's Chinalco bought Van-
couver-based Peru Copper Inc. and its
Toromoeche project in Peru for S840
million.

Then, in January, Minmetals and

I t has taken over three years, but a

another large Chinese company,
Jiangxi Copper, announced their $455-
mﬁ;n purchase of Vancouver-hased
Morthern Peru Copper Corp. and its
Galeno copper project in Peru.

Most recently, in March, Chinas
Jinchuan Group picked up Calgary-
based Tyler Resources and its
achi project in Mexico, for 3214 mil-
lion.

“To be honest, the Chinese had been
window-shopping in Canada for a long
time,” said Jeremy South, a Vancouver-
based partner at Deloitte, the consult-
ing firm. Mow, however, “we have cer-
tainly moved from window-shopping
to some pre-dawn raids.”

Deloitte did not advise the Chinese
companies involved with the above
three dieals, but South said the L'-Jm[‘w-
ny is invobved with six to 10 mining
tra us.actmns involving Asian groups
looking to buy Canadian mining assets.
About Il’ of these are Chinese com-
panies, he said
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“These are good-size, big deals that
have been around but not consum-
mated in the last six months” for a
varicty of reasons, including the state
of capital and debt markets and the
credit crunch.

“There is certainly momentum.” said
Egizio Bianchini, managing director
and head of BMO Capital Markets®
metals and mining group, which did
advise the above lEh:u'mm: companies,

In a phone interview from Beijing,
Toronto-based Bianchind sald: “The
focus by the Chinese [state-owned
enterprises] is to grow _ and they need
to fuel that growth in a lot of com-
mudll:li:ﬁ There's a real shortage here

*They are Iﬂuhlnﬁhr iron ore, cop-
per. Based on that, that there are going
to be more deals.”

He added that China's "needs are
more acule than ampone else’s, just by
wirtue of how quickly their economy is
growing.”

“The Chinese companies are

focused. They are disciplined. And
they know what they need and they
are going about it in a very systematic
way.

“I don't see a haphazard, willy-nilly
buying spree. I think they are looking
for targets and going after them.”

Xizheng Dong, a Burnaby-based
entreprensur, sees this from a unigue
vantage. Dong moved to Canada from
Xian, China, in 2001 after a career with
China's central bank dating back to the
country's economic reforms of the ear-
Iy 1980, Today, he invests in Canadian
mining companies and helps to link
them with larger mainland Chinese

He believes that China's deep for-
elgn reserves and its feverish desire to
secure vast resources has "caused wor-

for others, and this has been a big
;}Ih'sl::lclt: for deals in Canada.”
*The high speed of change in China
is fast, fast, fast. It can’t be last enough
for us,” he said, However, on the Cana-
dian side, “if you have always lived in
the city, so to speak, you don’t know
what it's like to be hungry. You have
plenty, 5o you don't grab or eat much,
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Dental salon works on entire face

BY BRIAN MORTOMN

VANCOUVER SUTM

Looking for a one-stop way to
get your teeth whitened, your
wrinkles softened and your smile
enhanced?

An upscale dental salon that is
now officially open in Coal Har-
bour plans to do just that by
offering what it calls a fusion of
cosmetic -tlnerzut:lﬂr'gr and facial
rejuvenation — in a “luxurious™
atmosphere,

“This iz a smaller boutigue
office where we're treating one
patient at a time and it's highly

personalized,” Janet Roberts,
owner of A Smile Above Design
Inc. at 451 Bute, said in an inter-
view. “This is focused on cos-
metic and comprehensive
restorative dentistry for adults.
We're also offering botox . . . and
other facial rejuvenation
[options].

“In one location you can
whiten your smile, perfect it with
|1.i|lu|:||"rlt| king veneers, restone

our bite and often get rid of

¢ad and neck pain in the bar-
gain, and refresh the appearance
of your face.”

Roberts, a dentist, is co-owner

of the salon with her husband
Warren Roberts, also a dentist,
The two also own a second
office, The Fine Art of Dentistry,
In Tsawwassen,

Roberts said they opened in
downtown Vancouver partly to
take advantage of the need by
business people to look their
best,

“One reason we located here is
because we're close to the down-
pown core, the business district,”
said Roberts. “The people who
often have this oype of work done
are successful business people,
They're In front of people and

being confident is wvery impor-
tant to them.”

According to & rebease, the art
of cosmetic dentistry not onl
refers to simply making teet
look nice, but encompasses tech-
nigques that are used for building
functional and natural-looking
teeth at the back of the mouth as
well as the front.

Comprehensive bite rebuilding
i% a I.-:r}:-: part of what the salon
will offer — and that can be
pricey.

"We're not the cheapest place
in the city,” Fﬂhﬁﬁ:ﬁm “For
bite rebuilding, you can look at

£50,000 if it's a comprehensive
reconstruction.

“¥ou could spend the equiva-
lent of a very nice car, but your
in:t:lh will be with you much
= s

Roberts said they've invested
S800,000 in the new office and
that the salon contains many
green options, including being
paperless — “everything is com-
puterized” — using digital X-
rays, and avoiding amalgam or
MErcury.

Roberts believes cosmetic
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